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Introduction
· As the Lord told Joshua to tell the Israelites, while they were camped on the banks of the Jordan and preparing to cross the world’s deepest river, consecrate yourselves.  In other words, they were to prepare their hearts and minds and get ready for the events that were about to transpire.  I would say the same thing here.  As you prepare to have this discussion, one that is fraught with arguments, confrontations, disagreement and emotion, ask the Lord for the humility and selflessness necessary to have a helpful, thought provoking, and even edifying conversation.
Discussion Questions
· Pray one more time to the end of what is stated above.

· How has the political climate been for you throughout the current administration?  Have you felt compelled to stay informed and involved or find “blissful ignorance” and stay clear from it all?

· What have the conversations regarding politics/government you have had in the last year or so yielded?  What kind of fruit has come from them?

· Given your response, is there something you would do different in your approach to, and posture throughout, these conversations?

· Dive into and discuss other Scriptures that pertain specifically to a Godly posture that we are encouraged to have in conversations like these (i.e. Compare and contrast James 1:19 (and any other like scriptures) with 1 Thessalonians 5:21 (and any other like scriptures).
· Read 1 Peter 2:13-17.
· Bottom line, what is this passage telling the reader.  
· What did Pastor Zack say is our “default position”?
· This passage is the first of the “6 submissions” in 1 Peter.  How do these relate to what Peter has been outlining thus far in chapters 1 and 2?
· Here are the 3 big questions pastor Zack posed for you to discuss:
· What is Peter calling us to?
· What was the context Peter was speaking to?  Discuss the political climate and governing body of Peter’s day under Nero.  
· What are the exceptions to the admonishments found here?
· In verse 13-15, describe in your own words what is to motivate us to submit to governmental institutions, the main purpose for those institutions and the ultimate resultant outcome of both of these.  
· How do these three function together?
· In verse 17, how do fearing God and honoring the emperor correlate?  Do they conflict and if so how?
· According to Pastor Zack, what constitutes those times that we are permitted to not be subject to governmental institutions?
· How do you define those “Gospel issues” that permit us to rebel against the government?
· Elaborate on what Pastor Zack meant by having a “compelling” response and to whom is our attitude to be most visible?
· How does this correlate to Jesus’s words in Mark 12:17? 
Pray

· Take time to share prayer requests and pray with one another. 
