Gospel of Mark series- “The Miracle of Forgiveness”
A Study of Mark 1:29-2:1-12
Discussion Questions for the week of January 20, 2019








Introduction

· How many of your “resolutions” have you stuck with thus far in 2019?  How do you feel about resolutions at this point?
Discussion Questions
1. Intro

a. Recall the story by John Benton that Chris referred to.  In a nutshell… a banker had loaned money to a farmer who, due to a variety of circumstance, could not repay the banker.  This was the bad news.  The good news was, as the farmer told the banker, that he still intended to do business with him.  Hah!
· How does this story relate to Chris’s sermon?  Spiritually speaking, who is the banker and who is the farmer?  What is the spiritual parallel?

b. Chris stated that “God wants to forgive us, it’s in His nature to do so.”  

· DIVE IN- Take a minute to discuss this and find examples in Scripture that demonstrate this aspect of God’s nature.
· One example is Exodus 34:6.

2. Scripture- Read Mark 2:1-12.

a. Review and discuss the context surrounding this story.

· Why is there such a large crowd gathered?  What drew them there?

b. Discuss the eagerness of the ambiguous “they” that brought the paralytic to Jesus.  How and why did this eagerness lead to salvation of the paralytic?
· We have friends and other people in our lives that do not know Jesus.  Do we carry the same level of eagerness to “bring” them to Jesus?  Why or why not?

c. Why did the faith of his friends save him?  It wasn’t his faith that was on display as much as was that of his friends, yet it was he who was saved.  
· Discuss how this works.  Cite some Scriptures that illustrate the main thrusts of your discussion.

· The word that gets translated as “Son” in verse 5 is the Greek word “teknon” which literally means “child”.  

1. What is the significance of this?

2. What traits of Jesus are displayed in and by Him calling the paralytic “teknon”?

3. How does this view of and posture towards the paralytic differ than that of the Scribes in vv. 6-7?

d. Reread vv. 6-8 and slowly reiterate what took place.  

· The Scribes are completely missing the point of this moment.  Take a moment to discuss why and speculate what might have been going on for the Scribes.

· Marvel for a moment what happens in v.8.  

1. Jesus responds to a question that they hadn’t verbalized aloud but rather “within themselves” and then goes about proving that very answer to be true. 

2. What was their response do you suppose?  Were the Scribes part of the “We” in verse 12?

3. Justice and righteousness

a. Read Romans 3:23-26 and Philippians 3:9.

· Discuss the correlation between righteousness and justice.

· In God’s economy, why does justice have to happen?

4. Forgiveness

a. Why is forgiveness so difficult and, as Chris puts it, one of the greatest struggles in the church today?

b. Read Ephesians 4:32 and Matthew 18:21-35

· Why should we forgive?
· What happens when we forgive (discuss the effect it has on witnesses around us)?

· Who should we forgive?

· When should we forgive?

· Why don’t we forgive?

c. Recall the horrible story of the shooting at Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church.  

· How were victim Myra Thompson’s relative and another victim’s daughter Nadine Collier able to forgive the shooter?  What broader perspective did they have in mind that compelled them to do so?

d. Take a deep breath.  May God gives us the strength to do the same.
Pray

· Take time to share prayer requests and pray with one another. 
